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Report of the Legislative Committee 


DISTRICT NUMBER SIX, UNITED MINE 
WORKERS OF AMERICA 


Columbus, Ohio, May 9th, 1908. 


To the Officers and Members of District 6, Ohio, “U. M. W. of A.,” 
Greeting: © 

Your Legislative Committee, appointed and authorized by you to look 
after legislation in your interests, and the passage of the bills introduced 
in the first session of 77th General Assembly, but which then failed of pas- 
sage and were reintroduced in the second regular session of the 77th General 
Assembly and with much better success. Your committee is pleased to report 
to you that, with the assistance of your officers, we succeeded in securing for 
the Miners of Ohio more legislation than has been had for the past twenty- 
five years, and not only laws for ourselves, but (with the co-operation of 
other labor legislative agents) for other working people of the state, which 
will be found later in this report, also, your committee, with the assistance 
of others, was instrumental in killing the Keely H. B. Bill, and also the 
Hunt H. B., which was to declare smoke a nuisance and to provide devices 
to consume smoke, etc. These bills created a bitter fight, but the Keely bill 
only received six votes and the Hunt bill five votes, both being defeated 
in the Senate. These two bills were the worst bills that came before the 
General Assembly against the Miners of Ohio, because it would interfere 
with the production of Ohio coal. | 

President Green, having already telegraphed Senator Pollock to hold 
the bills, from Toledo, where they were in Convention, and while there were 
hundreds of bills left over that could not be reached, we can congratulate 
ourselves that only one of ours was not passed. Labor in the State of Ohio 
can congratulate itself on its success, for more legislation was had: this 
session than ever before in the history of Ohio, and while it is costly to 
procure, yet it is the only solution of the problem, “If we must succeed, we 
must work.” But what will the cost amount to if we have only accomplished 
even in part what! we started out to do, to save the lives of our brethren and 
our boys, and to better the condition of all. 

The very fact that we have increased the force of Mine Inspectors by 
three, and compel an examination of each mine in the State four (4) times 
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a year, is in itself worth more to us than all we have spent, and the further 
fact that we now have some statutory law covering mines equipped with 
electricity aimed to the saving of life and the better wiring of mines in 
Ohio, and which will, we hope, reduce to the minimum accidents and death 
hitherto resulting therefrom. So, again, we say we are glad to report success. 
We shall try and make our report as brief as possible and yet there is much 
of interest you ought to know. : 

Your committee was in Columbus on January 4th to begin work. Hav- 
ing been notified by President Green to report at his office not later than 
January 6th, we got busy to get our bills started as early as possible, but 
the General Assembly did little the first week. First bill introduced, No. 
727. “House Bill by Mr. Crawford.” An act in relation to the safety, 
competency and the employment of coal miners and to punish for infraction 
of the same. This bill was introduced January 13th, and was referred to 
Standing Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on January 23d, reported 
it back and recommended its passage, signed by the following members of 
committee: E. B. Harper, Jno. C. Pettit, E. S. Martin, J. O. Hawkins, 
J. B. Freiner, Jas. A. Reynolds. On January 29th read third time and 
passed the House with the following vote: 

Yeas, 87; nays, o. 


Those who voted in the affirmative were: 


Ackley, Ervin of Meigs, Lehmann;’-'*- 
Adler, Foster, Little, 

Aiken, Freiner, Lowry, 
Anderson, Gaston, Lybarger, 
Bassett, Goll, McCord, 
Bense, Grinnell, Martin, 
Billingslea, Guthrie, Maulberger, 
Bishop, Hawkins, Metzer, 
Braun, Hill, Meyer, 
Briggs, Hillenkamp, Minteer, 
Bronson, Hitch, Moon, 
Burckhart, Hoiles, Mooney, 
Burnett, Howard, Mulac, 
Chamberlain, Huey, Neely, 
Conroy, Hutchison, O’Rourke, 
Corlett, Irvin of Preble, Paxton, 
Crawford, Jones, Pettit, 
Demuth, Judy, Phillips, 
Dever, Justice, Pumphrey, 
Diehl, Kealy, Reynolds of Cuyahoga, 
Ditmars, Keller, Reynolds of Franklin, 
Eley, Kolinsky, Ritter, 


Roll, Stephenson, Wertz, 


Sawicki, Steward of Fairfield White, 
Shankland, Stockwell, Wilson, 
Smith of Marion, Stuckey, Winters, 
Smith of Wyandot, Thomas, Woodburn, 
Spangler, Thompson, Woods, 
Spicer, Tinker, Wynne. 


So the bill was passed and was messaged to the Senate and was referred 
to Standing Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on February 13th, 
reported it back and recommended its passage, signed by the following com- 
mittee: R. A. Pollock, Thomas Hunt, I. E. Huffman, R. A. Beatty. On 
February 19th, read third time and passed the Senate with following vote: 

Yeas, 30; nays, o. 

Those who voted in affirmative were: 


Arbenz, Duvall, Mather, 
Atwell, Gayman, Meck, 
Beatty, Hafner, Patterson, 
Berry, Harper, Pellock, 
Boehmer, Howe, Rathburn, 
Brandt, Hunt, Rose, 
Carter, Hypes, Schmidt, 
Crist, Lamb, Sites, 
Denman, Lauman, Ward, 

‘ Drake, Mahaffey, West. 


This was the same bill which was passed by General Assembly two 
years ago, and which was invalidated by some one changing word “only” and 
substituting word “not,” thus making it of no effect. 


House Bill No. 727. 


AN ACT 


In relation to the safety, competency and employment of coal miners, and 
. to punish for infraction of the same. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 


SECTION I. That every person desiring to work by himself as a miner 
in the coal mines of this state shall first produce satisfactory evidence to the 
mine boss of the mine in which he is employed, or desires to be employed, 
that he has worked at least one year with, or as a practical coal miner. 
Until said applicant has so satisfied the mine boss of the mine in which he 
seeks such employment of his competency, he shall not be allowed to mine 
coal unless accompanied by some competent miner, until he becomes duly 
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qualified; provided that this act shall only apply to mines generating fire 
damp, gas or combustible matter. 

Section 2. Any person violating section 1 of this act shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction be fined; not more than two 
hundred dollars, nor less than twenty-five dollars, at the discretion of the 
court. 

SEcTION 3. That an act entitled “An act in relation to the safety, com- 
petency and employment of coal miners, and to punish for infraction of the 
same,’ passed April 2, 1906, is hereby repealed. 

Jos—EPpH D. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Speaker pro tem. of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES M. WILLIAMS, 

Passed February 25, 1908. President of the Senate. 
Approved February 26, 1908. 

ANpDREW LL. Harris, Governor. 


House Bill No. 869, by Mr. Jones, of Jefferson County, an act providing 
for the safety of coal miners by regulating the use of powder and other 
explosives, and blasting in coal mines. ‘This bill was introduced January 
16th, and referred to Standing Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on 
January 20th, reported it back and recommended its passage, signed by the 
following members of committee: FE. B. Harper, Benj. Wilson, Jas. A. 
Reynolds, Jno. C. Pettit, E. S. Martin, J. O. Hawkins, J. R. Friener. On 
February 14th read third time and passed the House, with the following vote: 

Yeas, 78; nays, o. 

Those who voted to affirm were: 


Adler, Goll, Kealy, : 
Bassett, Grinnell, Kehnast, 
Bense, Grover, - Keller, 
Bishop, Harlan, Lersch, 
Braun, Harper, Little, 
Briggs, Hatfield, Lowry, 
Bronson, Hawkins, Lybarger, 
Burckhart, Hill, McCord, 
Burnett, Hillenkamp, McFadden, 
Cosgrove, Hitch, McGinnis, 
Crist, Hoiles, Maulberger, 
Demuth, Huey, Meyer, 
Dever, Hunt, Miller, 
Diehl, Hutchison, Minteer, 
Ditmars, Iivin of Preble, Moon, 
Elson, Jessup, Mooney, 
Foster, Jones, Mulac, 
Freiner, Justice, Neely, 


O’Rourke, Rolf, Thompson, 


Pears, Smith of Wyandot, ’ Tinker, 
Pettit, Spangler, Welker, 
Phillips, , Spicer, . Wertz, | 
Pumphrey, Stephenson, Winters, 
Reynolds of Franklin, Steward of Fairfield, ‘Woods, 
Ritter, Stuckey, . Wynne, 
Roberts, Thomas, Mr. Speaker. 


So the bill passed and was messaged to the Senate, and referred to 
Standing Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on March sth, reported 
it back and recommended its passage, signed by the following members of 
committee: R.A. Pollock, Thos. Hunt, R. A. Beatty, I. E. Huffman. On 
March t1ath, read third time and passed the Senate, with the following vote: 

Yeas, 34; nays, 0. 


Arbenz, = Hafner, Mather, 
Atwell, Harper, Meck, 
Beatty, Howe, Patterson, 
Berry;.\:- Huffman, Pollock, 
Brandt, Hunt, Rathburn, 
Carter, Hypes, Rose, 
Crist, ~ Kinsman, Schmidt, 
Denman, Lamb, Sites, 
Drake, Lauman, Vanover, 
Duvall, Lawyer, West, 
Espy, Mahaffey, Williams. 
Gayman, 


_ After your committee had had a hearing on the bill and requested the 
Senate Committee of Mines and Mining to extend the enacting clause from 
ninety days to six months, and amending it to read wherever in the opinion 
of the Mine Inspector or his deputy, copper needles and tamper tips should 
be used, the committee agreed to report out the bill favorably, which was 
done, and became law March 12th. 


louse Bill No. 869, by Mr. Jones. 


AN ACT 


Governing powder, other explosives and blasting in coal mines, 
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

Section 1. No blasting powder or other explosives shall be stored in 
any coal mine, and all powder sold to miners by the keg shall be packed in 
kegs which have an opening at the edge two inches in circumference, and 
that can be conveniently opened, to avoid the dangerous use of picks to open 
same; and no workman shall have at any one time more than one twenty-five 
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pound keg of black powder in the mine, nor more than three pounds of 
high explosives; and no explosive shall be taken into or out of any part 
of the mine in mine cafs propelled by electric power; and no person shall 
keep blasting powder, or explosives, dangerously near the electric wire 
or power cable in any part of the mine where electric wires are in use. 

(a.) Every person who has powder or other explosives in a mine, shall 
keep it or them in a wooden or metallic box or boxes, securely locked, and 
said boxes shall be kept at least five feet from the track, and no two powder 
boxes shall ‘be kept within twenty-five feet of each other, nor shall black 
powder and high explosives be kept in the same box. 

(b.) Whenever a workman is about to open a box or keg containing 
powder or other explosives, and while handling the same, he shall place and 
keep his lamp at least five feet distant from said explosive and in such 
position that the air current can not convey sparks to it, and no person shall 
approach nearer than five feet to any open box containing_powder or other 
explosives with a lighted lamp, lighted pipe or other thing containing fire. 

(c.) In the process of charging and tamping a hole, whenever in the 
opinion of the mining department this becomes necessary, the needle used 
in preparing a blast shall be made of copper and the tamping bar shall be 
tipped with at least five inches of copper. No coal dust nor any material 
that is inflammable, or that may create a spark, shall be used for tamping, 
and some soft material must always be placed next to the cartridge or 
explosive. 

(d.) A miner who is about to fire a shot with a manufactured squib 
shall not shorten the match, saturate it with mineral oil nor ignite it except 
at the extreme end; he shall see that all persons are out of danger from the 
probable effects of such shot, and if it be a rib shot, he shall notify the 
person or persons working next to him on said rib before said shot, and shall 
take measures to prevent anyone approaching by shouting “fire” immediately 
before lighting the fuse; no person shall return to a missed shot until five 
minutes have elapsed. And when it is necessary to tamp dynamite, nothing 
but a wooden tamper shall be used. 

Sec. 2. Any person violating any part of this act, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction be fined, not more than one 
hundred dollars, nor less than five dollars, at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force six months after 
passage. 

FREEMAN T. EAGLESON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatwes. 
JAmrEs M. WILLIAMS, 
Passed April 2, 1908. President of the Senate. 
Approved April 3, 1908, 9:50 o’clock a. m. : 
ANDREW L,. Harris, Governor. 
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Senate Bill, No. 369, by Mr. Duvall of Jefferson County, an act to 
protect the lives of persons employed in coal mines of Ohio against the 
dangers of electricity and machinery and providing penalties for violation. 
This bill was introduced January 15th, and was referred to the Standing 
Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on March gth, reported it back and 
recommended its passage, signed by the following members of the committee: 
R. A. Pollock, I. E. Huffman, R. A. Beatty, Thos. Hunt. 

On March 13th, read third time and passed the Senate with the follow- 
ing vote. 

Yeas, 29; nays, oO. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were: 


Arbenz, Harper, Patterson, 
Atwell, Howe, Pollock, 
Berry, Huffman, Rathburn, 
Boehmer, Hunt, Rose, 
Carter, Types, Schmidt, 
Crist, Kinsman, Vanover, 
Denman, Lauman, Ward, 
Duvall, Lawyer, West, 
Espy, Mahaffey, Williams. 
Gayman, Mather, 


So bill bassed and was messaged to the House and referred to Committee 
on Mines and Mining, who, on March 24th, reported it back and recommend- 
ed its passage, signed by the following members of the committee: Ed, 
Harper, Jas. A. Reynolds, E. S. Martin, J. R. Friener, Benj. Wilson, J. O. 
Hawkins. 

On April 17th, read third time and passed the House, with following 
vote: 

Yeas, 63; nays, o. 


Those who voted in affirmative were: 


Aiken, Freiner, Hunt, 
Bassett, Gaston, Irvin of Preble, 
Bense, Gell, Jessup, 
Billingslea, Guthrie, Justice, 
Bishop, Harlan, Kolinsky, 
Braun, Harper, Lersch, 
Briggs, . Hatfield, Lybarger, 
Bronson, Hawkins, McCord, 
Chamberlain, Hill, McFadden, 
Crawford, Hillenkamp, McGinnis, 
Ditmar, 2) Hitch, McLaughlin, 
Foster, Huey, Martin, 


Maulberger, Reynolds of Franklin, Stockwell, 


Metzer, Roberts, Thompson, 

Minteer, Roll, Thomas, 

Moon, Schurr, Tinker, 

Mooney, Schuler, Watson, 

Paxton, Smith of Wyandot, Wertz, 

Phillips, Spangler, Woods, . 
Reed, Steward of Fairfield, Yost, 

Reynolds of Cuyahoga, Stewart of Clark, Mr. Speaker. 


So bill passed and was messaged to Governor and approved. 


Senate Bill No. 369. 


AN ACT 


To protect the lives of persons employed in the mines of Ohio, against the 
dangers of electricity and machinery and providing penalties for vio- 
lation. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 


SECTION I. That after three months from the passage of this act, in 
all mines in this state, where electricity is, or hereafter shall be used, as 
a part of the system, power, or means of mining and producing the coal 
from any of said mines, that the owner or operator of every such mine shall 
cause all wires conducting electricity in and about said mines, to be care- 
fully and thoroughly insulated or protected in a safe manner as may be 
authorized by the state mine inspector, or his deputy, so that persons or 
animals coming in contact therewith will not be injured thereby. Provided, 
however, that trolley wires or other wires not capable of insulation shall 
be guarded by being placed at least three (3) inches deep within a groove 
or in such other manner as may be authorized by the state mine inspector, 
or his deputy, whose duty it will be, upon the written request of any mine 
owner, Operator or person employed in such mine, to investigate all such 
wires that may be incapable of insulation and determine upon any proper 
method of guarding said wires other than by means of the aforesaid groove. 
And said inspector shall thereupon issue a certificate to the owner or owners 
of said mine, setting forth the method to be employed in the guarding of 
said wires, and keep a record of the same; thereupon within thirty (30) 
days from date of the certificate, it shall be the duty, of the mine owner or 
operator, to guard such non-insulated wires in the manner required in said 
certificate. 


Section 2. In all mines where mining machines are used, each of 
said machines shall be equipped and provided with a sufficient shield as 
may be authorized by the state mine inspector, or his deputy, for the pro- 
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tection of those employed in or about the use and operation thereof; and 
said shield shall be kept in use constantly, while said machine is under 
operation. 

SECTION 3. Any corporation or person violating the provisions of 
section one of this act shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, ‘not 
less than one hundred dollars; and for the violation of section two of this 
act not more than one hundred dollars. 

FREEMAN T. EAGLESON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
James M. WILLIAMs, 
President of the Senate, 
Passed May 9, 1908. 
Approved May 9, 1908. 
ANDREW L. Harris, Governor. 

At first meeting of Committee of Mines and Mining of Senate, about 
ten or twelve operators and superintendents were present against the bill, 
and the Senate Committee expressed a desire to visit the mines, and as we 
had expressed the same desire two years ago, the operators invited the 
committee to go to Eastern Ohio with the understanding that the committee 
should visit, also, mines in some other sub-district. So your committee, with 
the Senate Committee and the operators, met in Wheeling, February 7th, and 
visited the Glens Run Mine and found it in very good condition. Then 
visited the Yorkville Mine and found it in very poor condition, then went 
to Barton to visit a mine there, but the mine had quit and the power was off, 
and while we only got into the mine about 700 or 800 feet, it was known that 
the mine was not in good condition, and within one week from time of our 
visit the mine boss was electrocuted. ‘The mine boss’s name was Duvall and ° 
was showing us around on this visit. 

President Watkins of Sub-district No. 5 was also present at this investi- 
gation and after getting back to Columbus, we were informed during the 
following week by the Senate Committee that they would not be able to 
visit any more mines and that they were satisfied, but on account of the 
Opposition to this bill by the operators it was hard to get a meeting, they 
claiming that they wanted to be heard, so on February 20th Secretary Savage, 
with your committee, went to Senator Pollock and demanded a hearing on 
the bill, so it could be reported out. We were promised a meeting for Tues- 
day evening, February 25th, at 7 Pp. m., and at the stated time President 
Green, Vice President Sullivan, Secretary Savage, and your committee, ap- 
peared, but were informed after waiting almost one hour that Senator 
Pollock was in Canton attending the Senatorial Convention, and that he 
had telegraphed Senators Huffman and Duvall to inform us, and for Senator 
Huffman to take charge of the meeting, but Duvall being at home knew 
nothing of the telegram, and Huffman had a meeting on his own Banking 
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Bill, so it happened that we did not get a meeting that night, but on Monday 
evening, March 2d, the Senate Committee of Mines and Mining met to hear 
discussions on Senate Bill No. 369—the operators were present in full force, 
with several superintendents of mines and an expert electrician from the 
Jeffrey plant (a Mr. Sessions). ‘Two years before those same operators said 
this bill was too drastic; we struck out the objectionable feature of the bill 
so that there might be some hope of getting some legislation on’ the 
subject of electricity, and at this meeting they now say the bill is wishy-washy 
and not worth notice, but yet they are still objecting to it. 

President Green was present and made a most excellent argument for 
the bill, showing its need, and offering evidence showing the percentage of 
men killed in 1906 and 1907. 

Vice President Sullivan and Secretary Savage both made good pleas 
for the bill, and’ as the time allotted to each side was one hour, and our time 
had about been taken up by your officers, your committee said but little, being 
on the ground at all times. Chairman Pollock promised to report the bill 
out some time during the week (note—this being the week of the Republican 
State Convention little was done), but on March oth Senator Pollock reported 
out the bill amended as follows; In line 7 strike out comma, and insert, as 
may be authorized by the State Mine Inspector or his deputy. In line 11, 
after the word the, insert “State.” In line 22, after the word ‘“‘shield,” in- 
sert, “as may be authorized by the State Mine Inspector or his deputy.” 

The bill, thus amended, was reported out favorably and passed, and was 
messaged over to the House and referred to the Committee of Mines and 
Mining of the House, March 13th, and on March 17th your committee met 
the Mine Committee of the House and argued for the bill, and expressed 
a desire for a favorable and an early recommendation. This committee, 
which has always shown its fairness on all our bills, agreed in our presence 
to recommend the bill out favorably, without change, as soon as reports 
would be accepted, but we found it hard work to get this bill reported to the 
Calander, as the House was only receiving committee reports about every 
two or three weeks, so on March 23d your committee went to the Speaker, 
Mr. Eagleson, and asked him if he would recognize a motion from the 
‘Committee of Mines and Mining to suspend the rules of the House to accept 
a report from that committee, and after showing him the importance of this 
bill, he agreed to recognize Dr. Hawkins of Jackson County, and on the 24th 
of March this bill was reported out of committee to the Calander. 

House Bill No. 875, by Mr. Wertz, of Wayne County.—An act to sup- 
plement an act to provide for the inspection of mines at least once in three 
months, and to protect miners from danger of gas, and to provide other pro- 
tection for miners. 

This bill was tntroduced January 16th, and referred to Standing Com- 
mittee on Mines and Mining, who, on February 20th, reported it back and 
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recommended its passage, signed by the following members of the committee: 
F.. B. Harper, Jas. A. Reynolds, J. R. Freiner, Benj. Wilson, J. O. Hawkins, 


E. S. Martin. 


On March 25th, read the third time and passed the House with the fol- 


lowing vote: 


Yeas, 86; nays, I. 


Ackley, Hawkins, Pears, 

Adler, Hillenkamp, Pettit, 

Aiken, Hitch, Phillips, 

Bassett, Hoiles, Reed, 

Billingslea, Howard, Reynolds of Cuyahoga 
Bishop, Hunt, Reynolds of Franklin, 
Bowers, Hutchison, Ritter, 

Briggs, Irvin of Preble, Roberts, 

Bronson, Jessup, Rolf, 

Burckhardt, Jones, Sawicki, 

Burnett, Judy, Shankland, 
Chamberlain, Kehnast, Smith of Marion, 
Cosgrove, Keller, Smith of Wyandot, 
Crawford, Kolinsky, Spangler, 

Demuth, Lehmann, Spicer, 

Diehl, ° Lowry, Stephenson, 
Ditmars, Lybarger, Stewart of Clark, 
Eley, McCord, Stockwell, 

Elson, McFadden, Stuckey, 

Ervin of Meigs, Martin, Thomas, 

Foster, Metzger, Tinker, 

Freiner, Meyer, Trout, 

Gaston, Mooney, Van Dusen, 

Goll, Mulac, Watson, 

Grinnell, Neely, Wertz, 

Guthrie, Nye, Wilson, 

Harlan, O’Rourke, — Winters, 

Harper, Paine, Woods, 

Hatfield, Paxton, Mr. Speaker. 


Welker, Representative from Stark County, voting only vote against bill, 


the only vote ever recorded in Lower Branch of Legislature against any bill 
we ever introduced and. before House for passage. 

So bill passed and was messaged to Senate, and was referred to Stand- 
ing Committee on Mines and Mining, who, on March 3tst, reported it back — 
and recommended its passage, signed by following members of the com- 
mittee: R.A. Pollock, Thos, Hunt, R. A. Beatty, I. R. Rose. 


11 


On April oth, read third time and passed the Senate with the following 
vote: 
Yeas, 25; nays, O. 


Those who voted in the affirmative were: 


Atwell, Gayman, Lauman, 

Beatty, Hafner, Mahaffey, : 
Berry, Howe, Mather, 

Boekmer, Huffman, Meck, 

Brandt, Hunt, Rose, 

Crist, Hypes, Schmidt, 

Drake, Kinsman, Ward, 

Duvall, Lamb, Williams. 

Harper, 


So bill passed and was messaged to the Governor and approved. 


House Bill No. 875. 


AN ACT 


To supplement sections 290, by the enactment of section 290b and to 
amend sections 290a, 292, 294, 296, 297, 298, 299 and 301 of the Revised 
Statutes of Ohio, relating to inspector of mines; and to repeal sections 
295a, 295b, and 295c of said Revised Statutes, so as to provide for 
inspections of mines at least once in three months, and to protect miners 
from dangers of gas and to further protect miners. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 


Srecrion I. That section 290 be supplemented by the enactment of 
section 290b and that sections 290a, 292, 294, 296, 297, 298, 299 and 301 of 
the Revised Statutes of Ohio, be and the same are hereby amended, so as to 
read as follows: 

Sec. 290b. In addition to the qualifications provided for in section 290 
of the Revised ‘Statutes, any person hereafter appointed chief inspector of 
- mines must have at least five years actual practical experience in mining in 
the state and have a knowledge of the uses and dangers of electricity as 
applied in the mines. 

Sec. 290a. That authority. be and is hereby given to appoint five addi- 
tional district inspectors of mines; and they shall be appointed in the same 
manner and possess the same qualifications and receive the same compensa- 
tion as the five district inspectors of mines authorized by section 290 of the 
Revised Statutes. The term of office of the five district inspectors of mines 
herein provided for shall be three years, and they shall take an oath and 
give bond, as provided in section 291 of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, and 
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shall be subject to the regulations and requirements of the district inspectors 
authorized in said section 290 as provided in chapter nine of the Revised 
Statutes of Ohio. The chief inspector of mines shall assign said additional 
inspectors for service in districts to be designated by him, and he is author- 
ized to divide the state in ten districts, in each of which one of the district 
inspectors of mines shall reside. 

Sec. 292. The chief inspector and district inspectors shall give their 
whole time and attention to the duties of their offices, respectively; it shall 
be the duty of the district inspectors to examine all the mines in their re- 
spective districts as often as possible and not less than once every three 
months to see that all the provisions and requirements of this chapter are 
strictly observed and carried out; they shall particularly examine the works 
and machinery belonging to any mine, examine into the state and condition 
of the mines as to ventilation, circulation and condition of air, drainage and 
general security; they shall make a record of all examinations of mines in 
their respective districts, showing the date when made, the condition in 
which the mines are found, the extent to which the laws relating to mines and 
mining are observed or violated, the progress made in the improvement and 
security of life and health sought to be secured by the provisions of this 
chapter, number of accidents, injuries received, or deaths in or about the 
mines, the number of mines in their respective districts, the number of per- 
sons employed in or about each mine, together with all such other facts and 
information of public interest concerning the condition of mines, develop- 
ment and progress of mining in their respective districts, as they may think 
useful and proper, which record shall, on or before the first Monday of every 
month, be filed in the office of the chief inspector, to be by him recorded, and 
so much thereof as may be of public interest, to be included in his annual 
report; in case of any controversy or disagreement between the district in- 
spector and the owner or operator of any ntine, or the persons working 
therein, or in case of conditions of emergencies requiring counsel, the dis- 
trict inspector may call on the chief inspector for such assistance and counsel 
as may be necessary; should the district inspector find any of the provisions 
of this chapter violated or not complied with by any owner, lessee, or agent 
in charge of any mine, he shall immediately notify such owner, lessee, or 
agent in charge of such neglect or violation, and unless the same is, within 
a reasonable time rectified, and the provisions of this chapter fully complied 
with, he shall institute a prosecution under the provisions of section six 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one (6871) of the Revised Statutes. 
The inspectors shall exercise a.sound discretion in the enforcement of the 
provisions of this act, and if in any respect (which is not provided against 
by, or may result from a rigid enforcement of any express provisions of this 
chapter), the inspectors find any matter, thing or practice in or connected 
with any such mine, to be dangerous and defective, so as in his opinion, to 
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threaten or tend to the bodily injury of any person, the inspector shall give 
notice in writing thereof to the owner, agent or manager of the mine, and 
shall state in such notice the particulars in which he considers such mine, 
or any part thereof, or any matter, thing or practice to be dangerous or de- 
fective, and require the same to be remedied. For the purpose of making the 
inspection and examinations provided for in this scction, the chief inspector 
and the district inspectors shall have the right to enter any mine at all 
reasonable times by night or day, but in such manner as shall not unneces- 
sarily obstruct the working of the mine; and the owner or agent of such mine 
is hereby required to furnish the means necessary for such entry and inspec- 
tion; the inspection and examination herein provided for shall extend to 
fire-clay, iron ore and other mines, as well as coal mines. 

Sec. 294. The chief inspector shall have an office in the state house, 
in which shall be carefully kept the maps and plans of all mines in the state, 
and all records, correspondence, papers, apparatus and property pertaining 
to his duties, belonging to the state, and shall be handed over to his successor 
in office; the district inspectors shall keep their offices in such place in their 
respective districts as will be most central and convenient to the mining 
region of their respective districts, and shall keep and preserve in their 
offices all maps, plans, surveys and other papers belonging to their offices, 
in such manner as shall be of easy access and convenient reference to per-— 
sons entitled to examine them. The district inspectors shall receive an 
annual salary of twelve hundred dollars ($1,200) per annum, and all nec- 
essary and legitimate expenses incurred by them in the discharge of their 
duties, to-be approved by the chief inspector not to exceed sixty-five dollars 
per month for each inspector, itemized statements of which expenses shall 
be filed with the Auditor of State, and the chief inspector shall receive the 
same salary as is now provided for inspector of mines under section twelve 
hundred and eighty-four of the Revised Statutes, agd in addition thereto 
all his necessary and legitimate expenses incurred by him as chief_inspector, 
not to exceed sixty-five dollars per month, itemized statements of which 
expenses shall be filed with the Auditor of State. Provided, however, that 
any public officer who knowingly accepts any payment from any mine in- 
spector for -political purposes shall forfeit his office and any person who 
accepts any contribution of money or anything of value from any mine 
inspector for use in any political campaign or for any campaign purpose 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment in the county jail not more than six months. 

Sec. 296. The owner or agent of any mine having an excavation of 
not less than fifteen thousand cubic yards, shall make, or cause to be made 
an accurate map or plan of the working of such mine on a scale of not less 
than two hundred feet to the inch, for each vein, showing the area mined 
or excavated and the location and connection with such excavation of the 
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mine of the lines of all adjoining lands, and the name or names of each 
owner or owners, so far as known, marked on each tract, and the 
owner or agent shall annually thereafter make, or cause to be made an 
addition to said map, showing the progress and plan of the working of 
such mine during the previous year up to the date of survey; provided, that 
said additions shall be made semi-annually whenever the mine inspector 
deems it necessary and so directs. ‘The map shall be kept at the office of 
such mine and open to the inspection of the mine inspector, or his assistants, 
at' all reasonable times, and at the request of the inspector the owner or 
agent shall file a correct copy of such map with said mine inspector at Co- 
lumbus, and in case of a refusal on the part of the owner or agent to make 
and file such map, the inspector is authorized and required hereby to cause 
such map or maps to be made in duplicate, at the expense of said owner or 
agent, the cost of which shall be recoverable against the owner or agent in 
the name of the state mine inspector; and in case of refusal by said owner 
or agent to make or cause such map and the additions thereto to be made, 
for sixty days after notice by the mine inspector said agent or owner shall 
be liable to a fine of five dollars for each and every day until said map is 
made, which snall be collected in the name of the State of Ohio, at the suit 
of the state mine inspector, and the amount so recovered shall be paid: into 
the township school fund of the township when collected. And when any 
mine is exhausted or abandoned, and before the pillars are drawn in any 
portion of the mine, the owner or agent thereof shall cause to be made a 
correct map of such mine, showing the area and working of the same to 
the day of abandoning, or of drawing pillars for the purpose of abandoning, 
and file such map within ninety days thereafter at the office of the county 
recorder in the county where such mine is located; said map shall have 
attached thereto the sworn certificate of the mining engineer making the 
map, and of the mine boss in charge of the underground workings of said 
mine; such map shall be properly labeled and filed by the recorder and be 
preserved as a part of the records of the land on which such mines are 
located and the recorder shall receive for said filing from said owner or 
agent a fee of fifty cents. 

Sec. 297. It is unlawful for the owner or agent of any coal mine, 
worked by shaft, to employ or permit any person to work therein, unless 
there are, to every seam of coal worked in each mine, at’ least two separate 
outlets, separated by natural strata of not less than one hundred feet in 
breadth, by which shafts or outlets distinct means of ingress and egress are 
always available to the persons employed in the mine; but it is not necessary 
for the two outlets to belong to the same mine if the persons employed 
therein have safe, ready and available means of ingress and egress by not 
less than two openings. ‘This section shall not apply to opening a new mine 
while being worked for the purpose of making communication between said 
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two outlets so long as not more than twenty persons are employed at any 
one time in such mine, neither shall it apply to any mine or part of a mine 
in which the second outlet has been rendered unavailable by reason of the 
final robbing of pillars previous to abandonment, so long as not more than 
twenty persons are employed therein at any one time. The cage or cages, 
and other means of egress shall at all times be available for the persons em- 
ployed, where there is no second outlet. , 


And for 30 minutes before time to hoist coal in the morning, and for 
30 minutes after quitting time, the men shall have the right to be lowered, 
and hoisted out on the cages, and when the stock is taken down, in the 
morning and hoisted out after quitting time then the men shall be allowed 
every other cage with the drivers and when six or more shall desire the 
cage the same right shall apply. At every shaft operated by steam power, 
the operator must station at the top and at the bottom of such shaft a com- 
petent man, charged with the duty of attending to signals, preserving order 
and enforcing the rules governing the carriage of men on cages. Said 
top man and bottom man shall be at their respective posts of duty at least 
30 minutes before the hoisting of coal begins in the morning, and remaining 
for 30 minutes after hoisting coal ceases for the day. ‘The escapement shafts 
shall be fitted with safe and available appliances, by which the persons em- 
ployed in the mine may readily escape in case an accident occurs deranging 
the hoisting machinery at the main’ outlets, and such means or appliances 
for escape shall always be kept in a safe condition; and in no case shall an 
air shaft, with a ventilating furnace at the bottom, be construed to be an 
escapement shaft, within the meaning of this section. To all other mines, 
whether slopes or drifts, two such openings or outlets must be provided 
within twelve months after shipments of coal or other products have com- 
menced from such mine; and in case such outlets are not provided as herein 
stipulated it shall not be lawful for the agent or owner of such slope or drift 
to permit more than ten persons to work therein at any one time. In case 
a coal mine has but one shaft, slope or drift, for the ingress or egress of the 
men working therein, and the owner thereof does not own suitable surface 
ground for another opening, he may select and appropriate any adjoining 
land for that purpose, and may make an additional shaft or outlet under, 
through or upon any intervening land, or land adjoining, and shall be 
governed in his proceedings in appropriating such land by the provisions of 
law in force, providing for the appropriation of private property by corpora- 
tions, and such appropriation may be made, whether he is a corporator or 
not; but no land shall be appropriated under the provisions of this chapter 
until the court is satisfied that suitable premises cannot be obtained upon 
reasonable terms. 

Sec. 298. The owner or agent of every coal mine, whether shaft, slope 
or drift, shall provide and maintain for every such mine an amount of 
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ventilation of not less than 100 cubic feet, per minute, per person, employed 
in such mine, which shall be circulated and distributed throughout the mine 
in such manner as to dilute, render harmless and expel the poisonous and 
noxious gases from each and every working place in the mine, and no work- 
ing place shall be driven more than sixty feet in advance of a break-through, 
Or air-way; and all break-throughs, or air-ways, except those last made 
near the working-faces of the mine shall be closed up and made air-tight by 
brattice and trap-doors and all such brattices in the main inlet and the main 
outlet for air shall be built in a substantial manner as may be authorized by 
the State Mine Inspector or his deputy with brick and cement, and all other 
places that the mine inspector may deem it necessary shall be built with the 
same material, so that the currents of air in circulation in the mine may 
sweep to the interior of the mine, where the persons employed in such mine 
are at work, and all mines governed by the statute shall be provided with 
artificial means of producing ventilation, such as forcing or suction fans, 
exhaust steam, furnaces or other contrivances, of such capacity and power 
as to produce and maintain an abundant supply of air, and all mines generat- 
ing fire-damp shall be kept free from standing gas and every working place 
shall be carefully examined every morning with a safety lamp, by a com- 
petent person or persons, before any of the workmen are allowed to enter 
the mine, and when working places are discovered in which accumulations 
of gas exist, he shall place a conspicuous mark thereat as notice to all men 
to keep out until such places shall have been made safe, and at once report 
his finding to the mine boss. All underground entrance to any places not in 
actual course of working or extension shall be properly fenced across the 
whole width of such entrances so as to prevent persons from inadvertently 
entering the same. . 

Sec. 299. The owner or agent of every coal mine operated by shaft, 
in all cases where the human voice cannot be distinctly heard, shall forth- 
with provide and maintain a metal tube from the top to the bottom of such 
shaft, suitably calculated for the free passage of sound therein, so that con- 
versation may be held between persons at the bottom and top of the shaft; 
there shall also be provided an approved safety catch, and a sufficient cover 
overhead, on all carriages used for lowering and hoisting persons, and no 
cage having an unstable or self-dumping platform shall be used for the 
carriage of men or materials unless the same is provided with some con- 
venient devise by which said platform can be securely locked, and in the 
top of every shaft an approved safety-gate, and an adequate brake shall be 
attached to every drum or machine-used for lowering or raising persons in 
all shafts or slopes ; and there shall also be provided in every shaft a traveling 
or passage way from one side of a shaft bottom to the other, so that persons 
working therein may not have to pass under descending cages; and all 
slopes or engine planes, used as traveling ways by persons in any mine, 
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shall be made of sufficient width to permit persons to pass moving cars with 
safety; but if found impracticable to make any slope or engine plane of 
sufficient width, then safety holes of ample dimensions, and not more than 
sixty feet apart, shall be made on one side of said slope or engine plane. 
Such safety holes shall always be kept free from obstructions, and the roof 
and sides shall be made secure. The boilers used for generating steam, and 
the buildings containing the boilers shall not be nearer than sixty feet to 
any shaft or slope, or to any building or inflammable structure connected 
with or surrounding said shaft or slope; but this section shall not apply to 
any shaft or slope until the work of development and shipment of coal has 
commenced. 


Sec. 301. All safety lamps used. for examining coal mines, or which 
are used in any coal mine, shall be the property of the owner of the mine, 
and shall be under the charge of the agent thereof, and in all mines, whether 
they generate fire-damp or not, the doors used in assisting or directing 
ventilation of the mine, shall be so hung or adjusted that they will shut of 
their own accord and cannot stand open; and all main doors, shall have an 
attendant, whose constant duty shall be to open them for transportation and 
travel, and prevent them from standing open longer than is necessary for per- 
sons or cars to pass through; and places, for shelter shall be provided at such 
doorways to protect the attendants from being injured by the cars, or other- 
wise, while attending to their duties ; and the mining boss shall keep a careful 
watch over the ventilating apparatus and the air-way, and he shall measure 
the ventilation at least once a week, at the inlet and outlet, and also at or 
near the face of all the entries, and the measurements of air so made shall be 
noted on blanks, furnished by the chief inspector; and on the first day of 
each month the mining boss of each mine shall sign one of such blanks, 
properly filled with the said actual measurements, and forward the same to 
the chief inspector, and any mining boss making false returns of such air 
measurements shall be deemed guilty of an offense against this section. 
Every person having charge of any mine, whenever loss of life occurs by 
accident, connected with the working of such mine, or by explosion, shall 
give notice thereof forthwith, by mail or otherwise, to the inspector of mines, 
and to the coroner of the county in which such mine is situated, and the 
coroner shall hold an inquest upon the body of the person or persons whose 
death has been caused, and inquire carefully into the cause thereof, and 
shall return a copy of the findings and all the testimony to the chief in- 
spector. The owner, agent, or manager of every mine shall, within twenty- 
four hours next after any accident, or explosion, whereby loss of life or 
personal injury may have been occasioned, send notice in writing to the 
chief inspector, and shall specify in such notice the character and cause of 
the accident, and the name or names of the persons killed and injured, with 
the extent and nature of the injuries sustained. When any personal in- 
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jury, of which notice is required to be sent under this section, results in 
the death of the person injured, notice in writing shall be sent to the chief 

inspector within twenty-four hours after such death comes to the knowledge 
of the owner, agent or manager; and when loss of life occurs in any mine 
by explosion or accident, the owner, agent or manager of such mine, shall 
notify the chief inspector, or the district inspector forthwith, of the fact 
and it shall be the duty of the chief inspector to go himself, or require one 
of the district inspectors to go at once to the mine in which said death 
occurred, and inquire into the cause of the same, and to make a written 
report, fully setting forth the condition of the part of the mine where such 
death occurred, and the cause which led to the same; which report shall 
be filed by the chief inspector in his office as a matter of record and for 
future reference. 

For any injury to persons or property, occasioned by any violation 
of this act, or any willful failure to comply with its provisions by any owner, 
agent or manager of any mine, a right of action shall accrue to the party 
injured, for any direct damage he may have sustained thereby; and, in any 
case of loss of life, by reason of such willful neglect or failure, aforesaid, 
a right of action shall accrue to the widow and lineal heirs of the person 
whose life shall be lost, for like recovery of damages for the injury they 
shall have sustained. 

The owner, agent or manager of any mine shall also give notice to 
the chief inspector “of mines in any or all of the following cases: 


1. Where any change occurs in the name of any mine, or in the name 
of any owner, agent, or manager, of any mine, or in the officers of any 
incorporated company which owns or operates a mine. 

2. Where any working is commenced for the purpose of opening a 
new shaft, slope or mine to rach this act applies. 

3. Where any mine is abandoned, or the working thereof discon- 
tinued. 

4. Where the working of any mine is recommenced after any aband- 
onment or discontinuance for a period exceeding three months. 

5. Where the pillars of a mine are about to be removed or robbed. 

6. Where a squeeze or crush, or any other cause or change may seem 
to affect the safety of persons employed in any mine, or where fire occure, 
or a dangerous body of gas is found in any mine. 

Sec. 2. That said original sections 290a, 292, 294, 296, 297, 298, 209, 
301, and sections 295a, 295b and 295¢ be and the same are hereby repealed. 

FREEMAN T. EacLEson, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
James M. WiLLIAMs, 
Passed April 14, 1908. President of the Senate. 
Approved April 15, 1908. 
Anprew JL. Harris, Governor. 
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Bill No. 875, by Wertz, when referred to committee for discussion, 
was discovered in going over the bill that the amendments to the old sec- 
tions was not italicised as required by the rule of the House and Senate, 
so a sub-committee of the Mines Committee was appointed by the Chair © 
and with your committee went over the bill and February 5th fixed it up 
as a substitute bill. 

On February 19th House Committee on Mines and Mining met to dis- 
cuss amended matter as approved by sub-committee. . 

Present at this meeting were President Green and Secretary Savage, 
ex-Board Members Gorman and Tetlow and your committee; also Inspect- 
ors, Harrison, Chief of Mining Department, and his deputies, Pritchard, 
Morrison and McDonald. After hearing arguments the committee agreed 
to report bill favorably, which was done, and on March 25th, after some 
slight amendments were put into the bill, on the floor, the bill passed and 
messaged to Senate, and was referred almost immediately. Committee got 
together and after brief hearing from your committee, the committee re- 
ported out favorably on March 31st, and after some Senators had tried 
to amend it on the floor of the Senate, or rather to weaken it, passed the 
Senate Thursday, April gth. 

Senate Bill No. 301—An act to provide for the creation of a commis- 
sion to recommend such changes in the laws as may be necessary or ad- 
visable for the regulation of coal mines in the State of Ohio, and for the 
protection of the health and lives of operatives in such mines, and for an 
appropriation to pay the expense thereof. 

This bill was introduced January 7th, and referred to Committee on 
Mines and Mining, who, on March 13th, reported it back and recommended 
its passage, signed by the following members of the committee: 


R. A. Pollock, Ls We tera RA Beatty, 
Thos. Hunt, I. R. Rose, 


On March 26th read third time and passed Senate with following 
vote: Yeas, 28; nays, o. 


Arbenz, Harper, Patterson, 
Atwell, Howe, Pollock, 
Beatty, ; Huffman, Rathburn, 
Berry, Hunt, Rose, 
Brandt, Lamb, Schmidt, 
Boehmer, Lauman, Sites, 
Denman, Mahaffey, Ward, 
Drake, Mather, West, 
Gayman, Meck, Williams. 
Hafner, 


So the bill passed and was messaged to House and referred to the 
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Committee on Mining, who, on April 2Ist, reported it back and recom- 
mended its passage, signed by the following members of committee: 


E. B. Harper, Benj. Wilson, E. S. Martin. 
I. B. Reynolds, J. O. Hawkins, 

On April 28th read the third time and passed the House with the fol- 
lowing vote: Yeas, 86; nays, 0. 

Those who voted in affirmative were: 


Aiken, Hillenkamp, Paxton, 

Anderson, FPitell, Péars, 

Bassett, Hoiles, Phillips, 

Billingslea, Howard, Pumphrey, 

Bishop, Huey, Reed, 

Bowers, Hunt, Reynolds of Franklin, 
Braun, Hutchison, Roberts, 

Briggs, Irvin of Preble, Roll, 

Burnett, Jessup, Shuler, 

Conroy, Jones, _ Smith of Cuyahoga, 
Corlett, Justice, Smith of Marion, 
Crawford, Kealy, Smith of Wyandot, 
Crist, Kehnast, Spangler, 

Demuth, Keller, Spicer, 

Dever, Kolinsky, Stephenson, 

Diehl, - Lersch, Steward of Fairfield, 
Eley, 5 ehittle, Steward of Clark, 
Elson, Lowry, Stuckey, 

Ervin of Meigs, Lybarger, Thomas, 

Freiner, McCord, Thompson, 

Gaston, McFadden, Van Dusen, 

Goll, McGinnis, Watson, 

Grinnell, Martin, Welker, 

Grover, Maulberger, Wertz, 

Harlan, Meyer, White, 

Harper, Miller, Wilson, 

Hatfield, Moon, Winters, 

Hawkins, Mooney, Yost, 

Hill, Mulac, Mr. Speaker. 


This is the bill which the Governor recommended to the Assembly in 
his message and for which the opefators were asking, and which your 
officers and committee felt we could well agree to, as soon as our bills 
which we had pending were passed, having everything to gain and nothing 
to lose. 
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Senate Bill No. 301. 


AN ACT 


To provide for the creation of a commission to recommend such changes 
in the laws as may be necessary or advisable for the regulation of 
coal mines in the state of Ohio and for the protection of the health 
and lives of operatives in such mines, and for an appropriation to pay 
the expenses thereof. ; 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

Section 1. That the governor shall appoint a commission of seven 
citizens of the state of Ohio, three of whom shall be practical miners or 
operatives in coal mines, three of whom shall be owners or operators of 
coal mines, and one who shall be agreeable to the first six appointed, who 
shall constitute a commission to recommend such changes in the laws as 
may be necessary or advisable for the regulation of coal mines in the ‘state 
of Ohio and for the protection of the health and lives of operatives in such 
mines; and in case a vacancy shall occur in said commission the governor 
is authorized to fill the same. 

Sec. 2. Such commission shall inquire into the conditions surround- 
ing the operation and conduct of coal mines in the various districts of the 
state of Ohio, with the view of ascertaining what proyisions of law would 
best promote and protect the health and safety of the miners and operatives 
therein and the mutual interests of the miners and operatives; and for this 
purpose it shall hear representatives of the miners and operatives in such 
mines and the owners and operators of such mines, such commission may 
employ an expert mining engineer and electrician at a salary not to exceed 
ten ($10.00) dollars per day, and shall invite the fullest and clearest pre- 
sentation of the views of all persons interested in the operation of coal 
mines in this state, and shall have authority to send for persons and papers 
and may personally investigate’the conditions surrounding coal mines in 
the various districts of this state. 

SEc. 3. Such commission shall be organized by the election of proper 
officers, and shall make its report to the governor for transmission to the 
General Assembly as soon as it shall have completed the investigations 
herein provided for, together with its recommendations of changes in and 
additions to the existing laws, with the bill or bills submitted for enact- 
ment, and its reason therefor. 

Src. 4. The commission shall meet in the office of the chief inspector 
of mines and shall provide necessary stationery for its use. It may employ 
a stenographer, who shall act as secretary and whose services shall be paid 
for out of the money hereby appropriated; and the commission shall have 
free access to the rolls, books and records in all departments of the state. 
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The commissioners shall each receive the sum of five dollars per day for 
the time actually employed in the work of the commission, together with 
actual expenses incurred while traveling to and attending meetings or while 
engaged in the work of the commission. The sum of five thousand dollars, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, to pay the same, be and it is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to be paid upon the duly authenticated requisition of the commission ac- 
companied by vouchers showing the purposes for which drawn, when ap- 
proved .by the governor. 
FREEMAN T. EAGLESON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
James M. WIL1LIAMs, 
President of the Senate. 
Passed May 9, 1908. 
Approved May 9, 1908. 
ANpbREW L,. Harris, Governor. 


Senate Joint Resolution No. 50, Mr. Atwell—Proposing the submis- 
sion of amendments to Constitution of Ohio for direct legislation, was 
introduced January 13, 1908. Was indorsed by our annual convention, 
which met in Columbus, January 14th to 17th, inclusive. ‘The resolution 
was bitterly attacked by Senators West and Carter, but passed by receiving 
25 votes, 23 votes being necessary on the bill as constitutional number, on- 
account of it being an amendment to the Constitution. It was messaged 
to House and referred to Judiciary Committee, before which your com- 
mittee appeared with other representatives of labor organizations in behalf 
of bill. A hard fight was put up in favor of bill, but committee was preju- 
diced against bill, and after weakening it with amendments, agreed to report 
it out. After bill was reported to calendar your committee met with the 
other representatives of labor and others interested in the initiative and 
referendum in the Neil House to adopt ways and means to reach every 
member of the House, which was done on the evening of March 17th. 
Your committee took part in a mass meeting which was called in order 
that the friends of the bill might be heard by the members of the General 
Assembly. This was a great meeting, at which Dr. Washington Gladden 
spoke in favor of the measure, but its fate could not be saved, for on the 
following day at 3:15 p. m. the bill came up for passage and was opposed 
by the following in the most bitter language that could be used against 
any measure for the interest of the people: 

Shuler of Montgomery County, Paxtor, Jr., of Hamilton County, 
Pumphrey of Harding County, Foster of Hancock County, Little of Green 
County, Thomas of Trumbull County, Chamberlain of Montgomery County, 
Fryzell of Montgomery County, Stephenson of Brown County, Bassett of 
Lucas County, Welker of Stark County. - 
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There were others also opposed to the measure but did not make any 
open fight against it, and who voted for it on its final passage, but it was 
so weakened by amendments that it was practically worthless. 

Those who ably defended it were: 

Mr. Yost of Monroe County, Metzger of Cuyahoga County, Dever 
of Scioto County, Hill of Columbiana County, Kolonzky of Cuyahoga 
County, Steward of Fairfield County, Ervin of Preble County, Hillencamp 
of Lucas County, Goll of Williams County, Dr. Demuth of Paulding 
County, Woods of Medina County. 

After its passage it was messaged back to the Senate, who refused to 
concur in the House amendments and asked for a conference committee. 
The President of the Senate appointed Senators Duvall, Hafner and Howe. 
The Speaker of the House appointed Shuler, Little and Stephenson. 

This committee could reach no conclusion, so the resolution dies of 
its own weakness. 

The other labor bills which your committee was interested in are the 
following: 

H. B. No. 673, by Mr. Metzger of Cuyahoga County—To Anat the 
liability of railroad companies for injuries to their employes. 

| H. B. No. 714, child labor bill, known as ‘“Reynold’s Child Labor 
Bill,” by Jas. A. Reynolds of Cuyahoga County. Mr. Reynolds is a union 
machinist of Cleveland, and is leader for all labor bills introduced in the 
House. 
. H. B. No. 787, by Mr. O’Rourke of Lucas County—So as to limit the 
powers of railroad companies. 

H. B. No. 1225, by Mr. Reynolds of Cuyahoga County—To give more 
power to inspectors of workshops and factories, and to increase the force 
of inspectors. 

Your committee wishes to say in conclusion, that there are many things 
the committee desires to say, but owing to the length of this report, we feel 
that we ought not to weary you with further details, and that since the 
Journals with the proceedings of House and Senate of each day are filed 
with Secretary Savage in his office, anyone desiring information as regards 
any amendment or bill can receive same by applying to his office, and we 
wish to express our appreciation of the following members who aided in 
the passage of our bills: 


Senators: 
Atwell, Hafner, Mahaffy, 
Beatty, Huffman, Schmidt, 
Crist, Hunt, Rose. 


Duvall, Pollock, 
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Representatives of the House: 


Crawford, Hill, Hully, 

Elson, ~ Jones, ’  O’Rourke, 

Ervin of Meigs, Martin, Hillencamp, 

Freiner, Reynolds of Cuyahoga, Reynolds of Franklin, 
Gaston, Wertz, Lybarger, 

Harper, Wilson, Spicer. 

Hawkins, Yost, 


This concludes our report, but we desire to state to our membership, 
that our state officers were much concerned and worried about passage of 
the bills and did such work to attain the passage of the bills as came within 
their province to accomplish. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALEX. SMITH, 
BERNARD DorRAN, 
Legislative Committee. 
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